KNOWLEDGE OR ACTION?
halted and asked myself: Have you really something to say to these young people who have their mouths open? NO? Then I excused myself, packed up and went off, even though I had been prepared. If I were given a subject at a public meeting, such as universal suffrage, then I managed better. But on ethical questions and such things I often felt that I had nothing to say. And even today when I have to speak in public I have the feeling: Can I?
"And it is just the same with reading. Of course I have read a lot; but I often read books for the purpose of stimulating my own train of thought. I measure my ideas with those of the book and compare them. Therefore I do not read scientific works from A to Z. At first I scan the contents and index to see whether there is something there and also lest I might miss an important chapter dealing with matters I am thinking about. I have not been educated through scientific books. Mark well that I make a distinction between education and instruction. In Plato the interest was not that of learning something new. Here was life and a philosophy of life. In travel descriptions and anthropology I am interested in the facts. Side by side with this there was always the striving towards a
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